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audience rapt. Klrtcuu* Is unlike all other music.
It is a continued source of inspiration In Bengal
owing to the great life or Chaitaiiya which
nourishes it with Idealistic poetry. The atmosphere
created is one of renunciation, of equality for all
men, of love that lights its unflickering flame
for illuminating the dark corners of life, of
pursuing one's highest gooi, of giving away one-
self to the cause of the beautiful, of the sublime
and of the good. The music around the Gaura-
chandrika swells and grows in volume, till like
the sea it surrounds the audienee, separating
themselves from the visible world. It leads
them to a superior plane creating pathos which
draw from their eyes silent tears of exalted
emotions.
It often happens that some one amongst the
audience, unable to support his emotion, silently
joins the singers and dances for joy. I have seen
good scholars do so. In fact the attention of
the audience is captivated to such an extent that
they are often found to forget their dinner-hour
and the most urgent business.
When Gaurachandiika has been sung, the
main-singer begins to sing the songs of Badha-
Easna. Sensuous matter loses then Its indecency,
being drawn on parallel lines with Chaltanya's
emotions, which interpret them in a new light.
The songs are thus given a suggestive import-
ance which takes away from them all the gross-
ness which cursory reading may find in them.